
       SCRIPT— WATER DESK

TITLE: Thirsty Cities, Desperate Farms (01)                        
                  

	VIDEO
	                              AUDIO

	
SUGGESTED LEAD-IN










Sean Tonner 
Renewable Water Resources






Cleave Simpson
Rio Grande Water Conservation District











Greg Heigel
San Luis Valley Farmer









	

In Southern Colorado an intense standoff over water is underway, pitting thirsty Denver suburbs and a historic San Luis Valley farm community against one another. In this special report from the 
Water Desk, Fresh Water News’ Jerd Smith has the story.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Developers near Denver have offered tens of millions of 
dollars to buy water from farmers and ranchers more 
than 200 miles south In the San Luis Valley.

“Our vision is to move 22,000 acre feet from the San Luis Valley via pipeline up the Platte River and float it along the river into Denver. It’s a big vision.”

Farms in the West consume vast amounts of water, which fast-growing cities need. But if San Luis Valley farmers sell their dwindling water supplies to them, it could destroy the region's scenic lands and cripple its economy. 

“The last 20 years were the worst 20 years we’ve ever had. If there was this abundant source of water, and renewable source of water, you would see our water systems actually flourishing.”
This valley’s economy is based on more than 1,500 farms and ranches irrigated with water from the Rio Grande River and a sprawling underground aquifer, both fed by melting mountain snows. Drought and climate change, as well as legal obligations to send water to New Mexico and Texas downstream, have sharply reduced the amount of available water here.
In the Valley, supporters of this export plan were not willing to talk on camera. But to opponents, it’s frightening.
“I’ve been around water all my life, and every time some water is taken out of the basin it is never good.’

This current offer is sweetened with a 50 million dollar community development fund to help alleviate poverty.
(Tonner) “We believe it can be a win-win for one of the poorest parts of the state to benefit one of the parts of the state that’s very poor on water.”
(Standup) “As the water crisis intensifies in the American Southwest, cities who don’t have water will pursue those who do. Without question, ways will have to be found to share water between agricultural communities and the cities that so desperately need it.”
In states like Colorado, a fair solution can’t come soon enough.
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